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The City Govern-
ment of Bacoor, led by 
Mayor Strike B. Revilla, 
held a productive meeting 
with representatives from 
the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue (BIR) to discuss plans 
for establishing a dedicated 
BIR office within the city.

Present during the 
meeting were Revenue 
District Officer Ryan Cal-
vin G. Morga, BIR per-
sonnel, and City Finance 
Department Head Edith 

City Government of Bacoor

BACOOR EYES LOCAL 
BIR OFFICE TO IMPROVE 

TAXPAYER SERVICES
Napalan.

The discussion cen-
tered on Mayor Strike’s 
proposal to bring BIR ser-
vices closer to Bacoor res-
idents by setting up a per-
manent office within the 
city. This initiative aims to 
make tax-related transac-
tions more accessible and 
convenient for Bakooren-
yo taxpayers, reducing 
travel time and expenses.

To support this plan, 
Mayor Strike proposed a 

deed of usufruct arrange-
ment, allowing the BIR 
to utilize a city-provided 
space for its operations in-
stead of renting externally.

Mayor Strike em-
phasized that the initia-
tive is part of Bacoor’s 
commitment to enhancing 
public service delivery and 
promoting ease of doing 
business, ensuring that 
government services are 
more efficient and accessi-
ble for all.

Sa pangunguna ng 
Office of the City Social 
Welfare and Development 
Officer ay isinagawa ang 
pamamahagi ng tulong 

City Government of Carmona

Assistance to Individuals in Crisis Situation 
Para sa 184 Beneficiaries Mula sa Carmona

pinansyal mula sa Assis-
tance to Individuals in 
Crisis Situation (AICS) ng 
Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development para 

sa 184 na beneficiaries 
mula sa City of Carmona. 
Nawa ay makatulong po 
ito sa inyong mga pangan-
gailangan at suliranin sa 

araw-araw. Palagi po nam-
ing titiyakin na kami ay 
laging handang umagapay 
sa inyong mga takbuhin at 
gampaning hinaharap.

Fuel and Cargo Trucks Carrying 
Essentials Exempted from Number 
Coding, Truck Ban in Metro Manila

The Metropoli-
tan Manila Development 
Authority (MMDA) and 
Metro Manila mayors 
approved a resolution re-
iterating the exemption 

from the Unified Vehicle 
Volume Reduction Pro-
gram (UVVPR) and truck 
ban for fuel trucks, as well 
as the inclusion of cargo 
trucks carrying essential 

goods in the exemption, in 
view of the ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East.

MMDA Chairman 
Atty. Don Artes said the 
resolution responds to re-

quests from the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) and 
the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), which 
highlighted the need to ex-

(Turn to page 3)

Secretary Lazaro 
Heads Swearing-In 

of UNACOM Officials, 
Highlights Education, 

Culture, and 
Science Goals

Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs Ma. Theresa P. 
Lazaro, in her capacity as 
Chairperson of the UNES-
CO National Commission 
of the Philippines (UN-
ACOM), officially swore 
in newly appointed Com-
missioners on 18 March 
2026 and convened its first 

meeting in a decade, un-
derscoring the Philippines’ 
renewed commitment to 
advancing different UNE-
SCO priority areas.

The meeting brought 
together commissioners 
from government, aca-
deme, civil society, and the 

(Turn to page 2)

Manufacturers 
Pledge Price Stability 
for Basic Goods 
for 30 Days Amid 
Middle East Conflict

Amid the ongoing 
Middle East conflict, man-
ufacturers of basic neces-
sities and prime commod-
ities have confirmed that 
they can maintain current 
prices for the next 30 days, 
with some able to do so for 
up to 60 days.

This is based in a 
meeting called by Trade 
Secretary Ma. Cristina 
Roque on 16 March 2026 
attended by a total 21 
manufacturers including 
canned sardines, bread, 
bottled water, instant noo-
dles, coffee, canned meat, 
toilet soap, and candles.

Within the next 30 
days, prices are expected 
to remain stable, with no 
increase anticipated for 
canned sardines such as 
Unipak, 555, Ligo, Lucky 
7, Fresca, Morjon, Golden 
Town, and Mega; bread 
products such as Pinoy 
Tasty and Pinoy Pande-
sal; bottled water such 
as Wilkins and Nature’s 
Spring; toilet and laundry 
soaps such as Safeguard 
Pure White, Tide Bar 
Original Scent, and Green 
Cross Pure White; condi-
ments such as Datu Puti’s 
soy sauce and vinegar, and 

Lorins’ Patis; processed 
canned meat of CDO; and 
candles from Liwanag.

Meanwhile, the pric-
es of brands such as Lucky 
Me, Ho-Mi, Argentina, 
Lucky 7, 555, Swift Premi-
um, Wow!, and Shanghai 
will remain at their prices 
for 60 days. In addition, 
some manufacturers of 
brands such as Kopiko, 
Nescafe, San Mig coffee 
3-in1, and Export candle, 
have pledged to maintain 
current prices with no price 
increase for the time being.

Since the latest Sug-
gested Retail Price Bulle-
tin released by the DTI last 
February 2025, it covers a 
total of 197 Shelf-Keeping 
Units (SKUs).

“We recognize the 
financial strain faced by 
consumers while also 
acknowledging the cost 
pressures confronting 
manufacturers. Our prior-
ity remains to ensure fair 
and reasonable pricing. We 
thank our manufacturing 
partners for their commit-
ment and shared concern 
for Filipino consumers,” 
said Secretary Cristina A. 
Roque.

The DTI remains 
committed to working 
closely with industry 
to ensure steady supply 
and stable prices of basic 
goods, protecting Filipi-
no consumers at all times. 
Source: DTI
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private sector, represent-
ing education, sciences, 
culture, and communica-
tion. In her remarks, Sec-
retary Lazaro highlighted 
their crucial role in driv-
ing initiatives, sharing 
knowledge, safeguarding 
Filipino heritage, and 
promoting sustainable 
development through in-
ternational cooperation.

“This is a mean-
ingful moment for both 
the Commission and 
the country,” Secretary 
Lazaro said, noting that 
the gathering coincides 
with UNACOM’s 75th 
Founding Anniversary 
and the Philippines’ 80th 

Secretary Lazaro Heads Swearing-In of UNACOM Officials, 
Highlights Education, Culture, and Science Goals

(From page 1)

year as a UNESCO Mem-
ber State. 

Key discussions 
centered on the status of 
Philippine nominations 
to UNESCO inscriptions 
and designations, includ-
ing World Heritage Sites, 
Creative Cities, Learning 
Cities, Memory of the 
World, and Biosphere Re-
serves. Commissioners 
also reviewed processes 

for ongoing and aspiring 
submissions, ensuring a 
whole-of-nation approach 
to strengthen the Philip-
pines’ visibility and rep-
resentation in the global 
community. 

Secretary Lazaro 
emphasized the need to 
expand capacity building 
opportunities for stake-
holders, and to ensure 
that the economic benefits 

of these nominations are 
clearly felt and understood 
at the community and ba-
rangay levels. She thanked 
the Commissioners for 
their expertise and dedi-
cation, emphasizing that 
their guidance will be cru-
cial in steering the coun-
try’s future programmes 
under UNESCO’s mandate 
and strategic initiatives.
Source: DFA 

Angel Pets Expands to Visayas 
and Mindanao, DSWD Calls 
for Therapy Dog Volunteers

The Department of 
Social Welfare and Devel-
opment (DSWD) is scaling 
up the Angel Pets program 
to reach more areas in the 
Visayas and Mindanao.

Angel Pets is recog-
nized as the first locally 
documented animal-as-
sisted therapy initiative in 
the Philippines, marking a 
significant milestone in the 

development of innovative 
psychosocial interventions 
within the social welfare 
sector.

Through this initia-
tive, the DSWD seeks to 
generate local proof and 
best practices on the thera-
peutic value of human–an-
imal interaction, with the 
goal of strengthening pro-
gram models that support 

healing, recovery, and re-
silience among vulnerable 
populations.

"In the Department, 
we serve Filipinos who 
have experienced various 
kinds of distress and in 
need of interventions, in-
cluding therapy," Secretary 
Rex Gatchalian said during 
the relaunch of Angel Pets 

(Turn to page 5)

last year.
"Angel pets were 

born out of a vision to pro-
vide comfort, bond, and 
healing to those who need 
it most. Our client-resi-
dents in residential care 
facilities face unique strug-
gles, often dealing with 
abuse, trauma, loss, and 
mental health concerns. 
Sometimes, all they need is 
a friend—a warm presence 
exuding unconditional care 
that reassures and gener-
ates positivity," Secretary 
Gatchalian pointed out.

The expansion rep-
resents the Department’s 
commitment to delivering 
responsive and innovative 
social protection programs.

Developed by the 
DSWD’s Social Tech-
nology Bureau (STB) in 
partnership with the Phil-
ippine Animal Welfare 
Society (PAWS), the pro-
gram utilizes the concept 
of animal-assisted therapy, 
highlighting the positive 
outcomes of the bond be-
tween humans and trained 
Doctor Dogs to enhance 
the well-being and resil-
ience of highly vulnerable 
individuals.

"Animal-ass is ted 
therapy (AAT) has long 
been recognized for its 
profound impact on human 
lives, especially in promot-
ing positive health benefits. 
Around the world, thera-
py animals have played a 
significant role in allevi-

ating stress, anxiety, and 
emotional distress among 
individuals facing vari-
ous challenges,” Secretary 
Gatchalian said.

Aside from provid-
ing psychosocial support, 
Angel Pets includes advo-
cacy sessions to promote 
responsible pet ownership 
within communities.

Pet owners wishing 
to have the pet dogs join 
the pool of Doctor Dogs 
are invited to participate 
in upcoming temperament 
tests.

The temperament 
test for Region 7 (Cen-
tral Visayas) will be held 
on April 8, 2026, in the 
DSWD Field Office 7 
Home for Girls in Cebu 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

Interested individu-
als may reach out to Nikki 
Escatron at 09304045619 
for details regarding the 
participation of the dogs 
in the screening process. 
Asst. Secretary Dumlao 
encourages the public to 
support the initiative

A temperament test 
is also scheduled for Re-
gion 11 (Davao Region) on 
May 27, 2026, from 9:00 
AM to 5:00 PM.

The activity will take 
place at the Field Office 
11- Davao Region as a ten-
tative venue. For coordina-
tion and inquiries, pet own-
ers may contact Channin 
R. Parian, the DSWD-STU 
focal, at 09271236098. 
(KI)Source: DSWD

Angel Pets 
Expands to

 Visayas and 
Mindanao, DSWD 
Calls  for Therapy
 Dog Volunteers

(From page 2)
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Republic of the Philippine
Fourth Judicial Region

Regional Trial Court Of Cavite
Office of the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

New Justice Hall, J.P. Rizal Avenue, 
Kaybagal South, Tagaytay City

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK,
	 Mortgagee,				  
    -versus-	 EJF NO. TG-26-002
		  FOR: Extra-Judicial Foreclosure
		  of Real Estate Mortgage under Act
		  No. 3135, as amended

TELVAR INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION,
	 Debtor,

SPOUSES MARCIANO LABURADA AND
ERLINDA M. LABURADA,
	 Co-Debtors/Mortgagors,

JUDITH M. LABURADA,
	 Co-Debtor,
X-------------------------------------------------------------X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

	 Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act 
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee, PHIL-
IPPINE NATIONAL BANK ("PNB"), a universal banking corpo-
ration duly organized and existing under Philippine laws, with 
principal office address at PNB Financial Center, Pres. Dios-
dado P. Macapagal Boulevard, Pasay City and the Surviving 
Corporation in the merger with Allied Banking Corporation 
(Absorbed Corporation), pursuant to the terms
and conditions of the two Real Estate Mortgages ("MORT-
GAGE") dated December 26, 2000 and May 10, 2002 exe-
cuted by Co-Debtors/Mortgagors, SPOUSES MARCIANO 
LABURADA AND ERLINDA M. LABURADA, with residence 
and postal address at 191 N. Aberilla St., San Juan, Metro 
Manila, as security for the loan obtained by Debtor, TELVAR 
INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION, with office address at (1) 
No. 880 Rizal Avenue, Sta Cruz, Manila 1003; and (2) No. 
11 Granada Street, Barangay Valencia, Quezon City 1112 in 
favor of the Petitioner/Mortgagee, and Co-debtor, JUDITH 
M. LABURADA with residence and postal addresses at (1) 
Unit 2116 Renaissance Towers 2000, Meralco Avenue, Pasig 
City; and (2) Unit 1809 Prestige Tower, Ortigas Center, Pa-
sig City; and (3) Unit 1708 Renaissance Tower 3000, Meralco 
Avenue, Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City, over a real estate property 
including improvements thereon, described in and covered by 
TRANSFER CERTIFICATES OF TITLE NOS. T-30275 and 
T- (432997)2512 of the Registry of Deeds for the Province 
of Cavite, in order to satisfy the outstanding loan obligation 
of the Mortgagors/Borrowers in the amount of FORTY-ONE 
MILLION FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY-EIGHT THOUSAND 
SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY-SIX PESOS. AND 17/100 
(Php41,478,786.17) as of December 15, 2025, the under-
signed Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial 
Court of Cavite thru her deputy, Alex E. Martinez, will sell at 
public auction on April 22, 2026 at 10:00 o'clock in the morn-
ing or soon thereafter, at the New Hall of Justice of Tagaytay 
City, to the highest bidder, for Cash or Manager's Check and 
in Philippine Currency, the following property with all its im-
provements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-30275
Registry of Deeds for the TAGAYTAY CITY

"IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the 
City of Tagaytay, Philippines, bounded and described as fol-
lows:

	 A parcel of land (Lot No. 5-A-2, of the subdivision 
plan Psd-10128 being a portion of Lot No. 5-A, Psd-9772, 
G.L.R.O. Record No. 41347, situated in the Barrio of Anoling, 
Municipality of Mendez-Nunez, Province Of Cavite, Island Of 
Luzon. Bounded on the NE., by Lot No. 5, Block No. 13, Psd-
10127 (Tagaytay Hemp. Co., ); on the NE., by Lot No. 5-A-3 
of the subdivision plan; and on the SW., by (Provincial Road, 
Cavite-Batangas); and Lot No. 5-A-1 of the subdivision plan; 
and on the NW., by Lot No. 5-A-1; of the subdivision plan. 
Beginning at a point marked "1" on the plan, being S. 0 deg. 
25' E., 4879.11 m. more or less from B.L.L.M. No. 2, Mun. of 
Mendez-Nunez; thence N. 67 deg. 04' W., 20.97 m. to point 
2; thence N. 59 deg. 36' W., 12.37 m. to point 3; thence N. 1 
deg. 56' W., 4.45 m. to point 4; thence S. 80 deg. 25' E., 32.17 
m. to point 5; thence S. 6 deg. 42' W., 13.61 m. to the point 
of beginning; containing an area of THREE HUNDRED ONE 
(301) SQUARE METERS, more or less. All points referred to 
are indicated on the plan and on the ground, Points 1&2 are 

marked by Old P.L.S. Conc. Mons., 15x60 cm.; and points 3,4, 
& 5, are marked by P.L.S. Conc. Mons., 15x60 cm; Bearings 
true; declination 0 deg. 54'E., Date of original survey, June 25, 
1929 and that of the subdivision survey, June 21, 1933 and 
March 3, 1934.
is registered in accordance with the provision of the Property 
Registration Decree in the name of ERLINDA M. LABURADA, 
of legal age, Filipino, married to Marciano Laburada-

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (T-432997) 2512
Registry of Deeds for Province of Cavite

"IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in Mun. 
of Alfonso, Province of Cavite bounded and described as fol-
lows:

	 A parcel of land (Lot 34, Blk. 8, of the cons. subd. 
plan, Pcs-042101-00741being a portion of the cons. of Lots 
1 & 2, Psu-123219, & 123220, LRC Rec. No. ) situated in 
the Brgy. of Esperanza, Mun. of Alfonso, Province of Cavite, 
Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the SW., along line 1-2 by Lot 35, 
along line 2-3 by Lot 33. in the NW., along line 3-4 by Lot 32, 
all of Blk. 8. on the NE., along line 4-5 byRd. Lot 1. & on the 
SE., along line 5-1 by Lot 36, Blk 8, II of the cons. subd. plan. 
Beginning at a pt. marked "1" on plan being S. 38 deg. 29' W., 
3804.57 m. from BLLM No. 2, Mun. of Mendez, Nunez, thence 
N. 28 deg. 57' W., 2.86 m. to pt. 2; thence N. 48 deg. 57' W., 
24.06 m. to pt. 3; thence N. 37 deg. 29' E., 38.67 m. to pt. 4; 
thence S. 42 deg. 50' E., 27.26 m. to pt. 5; thence S. 37 deg. 
29' W., 35.76 m. to the pt. of beginning, containing an area of 
ONE THOUSAND (1,000) SQ. METERS. All pts. Referred to 
are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS 
cyl. conc. Mons. 15x60 cm., bearings true; date of orig. sur-
vey. May 10-15, 1949, & that of the cons. subd. survey, Feb. 
11-23, 1991 March 2-April 14, 1992 & Jan. 4-March 6, 1993 & 
was approved on March 26, 1993.
is registered in accordance with the provision of the Property 
Registration Decree in the name of ERLINDA LABURADA, 
married to MARCIANO LABURADA, of legal ages, Filipino.

	 In the event the public auction should not take place 
on the said date, it shall be held on April 29, 2026, without 
further notice.

	 Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined 
to investigate and verify for themselves the TRANSFER CER-
TIFICATES OF TITLE NOS. T-30275 and T- (432997)2512,
the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

	 All sealed bids must be submitted to the under-
signed on the above stated time and date.

	 Tagaytay City, Philippines, March 13, 2026.

	             ATTY. VARBRA ANN A. VARIAS-DIMAYUGA
	                Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff

ALEX E. MARTINEZ
  Sheriff-In-Charge

WARNING: IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE, 
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE 
ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE UN-
DER THE PENALTY OF LAW
Note: Publication was awarded to: CAVITE DIGEST
Date of Publication: March 30, 2026 & April 6, 13, 2026

Copy Furnished:
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK
Mortgagee
PNB Financial Center, Pres. Diosdado P. Macapagal Boule-
vard, Pasay City, Metro Manila

SPOUSES MARCIANO LABURADA 
AND ERLINDA M. LABURADA
Co-Debtor/Mortgagors
191 N. Aberilla St., San Juan, Metro Manila

JUDITH M. LABURADA
Co-Debtor
(1) Unit 2116 Renaissance Towers 2000, Meralco Avenue, 
Pasig City
(2) Unit 1809 Prestige Tower, Ortigas Center, Pasig City
(3) Unit 1708 Renaissance Tower 3000, Meralco Avenue, 
Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City 1604,

TELVAR INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION
Debtor
(1) No. 880 Rizal Avenue, Sta Cruz, Manila 1003
(2) No. 11 Granada Street, Barangay Valencia, Quezon City 
1112

Umabot sa 580 ap-
likante ang nagkaroon ng 
pagkakataong magtraba-
ho sa Taiwan sa isinaga-
wang Juana, Juan and All: 
A Taiwan Career Fair ng 
Public Employment Ser-
vice Office (PESO), sa 
pangunguna ni PESO Offi-
cer-in-Charge Cecile Foz, 
noong Marso 13, 2026, sa 
4th Floor, Function Hall ng 
New Imus City Govern-
ment Center.

Sa kabuuan, 128 ang 
agad na nakapasa bilang 
kwalipikadong aplikante, 
habang 434 ang isasailalim 
pa sa karagdagang pan-
ayam ng 11 ahensya.

Kasabay nito, nabig-
yan ng kaukulang serbisyo 

City Government of Imus

580 Imuseño, Nakatanggap 
ng Oportunidad sa Taiwan 
Career Fair ng PESO Imus

ang 186 na katao sa tu-
long ng pitong ahensya 
ng gobyerno sa One-Stop 
Service, kabilang ang 
Office of the City Civil 
Registrar Officer, Philip-
pine Statistic Authority, 
Commission on Elec-
tions, National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI), SSS, 
Pag-IBIG Fund, at Phil-
Health.

Personal ding ki-
numusta ni City Mayor 
Alex “AA” L. Advincu-
la ang mga aplikante at 
ipinahayag ang suporta 
ng Pamahalaang Lung-
sod sa pagbibigay ng mas 
maraming oportunidad sa 
mga Imuseño.

Nagpahayag din ng 

suporta sina Labor Attaché 
Atty. Alejandro Padaen ng 
Migrant Worker Office in 
Taipei, Department of Mi-
grant Workers (DMW) 4-A 
Regional Director Atty. 
April Casabuena, Manila 
Economic and Cultural 
Office (MECO) Director 
Cherbett Karen L. Maralit, 
at Konsehal Mark Villan-
ueva.

Ayon sa PESO, lay-
on ng career fair na pala-
wakin pa ang oportunidad 
sa trabaho ng mga Imuseño 
sa internasyonal na opor-
tunidad sa trabaho, habang 
tinitiyak na may sapat na 
suporta mula sa mga ahen-
sya ng pamahalaan para sa 
kanilang pangangailangan.

Transportation Sec-
retary Banoy Lopez on 
Tuesday urged lawmakers 
to expand the Service Con-
tracting Program (SCP) 
or “Libreng Sakay” of the 
Department of Transpor-
tation (DOTr) to the local 
government units (LGUs) 
so more public utility ve-
hicle (PUV) drivers and 
operators, as well as pas-
sengers may benefit.

Following the direc-
tive of President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. pushing for the 
whole-of-government ap-
proach in addressing the 
impact of the ongoing fuel 
price hikes, the “Libreng 
Sakay” is viewed as a miti-
gating measure to help ease 
the burden of the commut-
ers, drivers and operators.

 “If we have Service 
Contracting or Libreng 
Sakay, mami-mitigate po 
natin kasi we are also ad-
dressing the commuters. 
In the same way, we are 
sustaining the supply of 
transport kasi we are also 
paying the operators and 
drivers,” Secretary Lopez 
said during the first hearing 
of Senate’s Proactive Re-
sponse and Oversight for 
Timely and Effective Cri-
sis Strategy (PROTECT) 
Committee to address the 
economic consequences of 
the conflict involving the 
United States, Israel and 
Iran.

 “‘Yung Service 

Contracting po sana ay we 
can expand it to LGUs. 
Hindi lang po sa national, 
pati LGUs. If we can em-
power them, they can have 
their own Service Con-
tracting or Libreng Sakay,” 
the transport chief added.

 Aside from SCP, 
Secretary Lopez said that 
the DOTr is also imple-
menting other strategies 
to address the impact of 
oil price hikes, including 
the Fuel Subsidy Program 
(FSP) for PUV drivers 
and operators.  The trans-
port chief also cited the 
50% fare discount for all 
passengers of MRT-3 and 
LRT-2, and toll discounts 
for Class 1, 2, and 3 PUVs.  
Secretary Lopez added 
that the Civil Aviation Au-
thority of the Philippines 
(CAAP) has also reduced 
the passenger service 
charge and navigation fees 
for CAAP-operated air-
ports, measures that direct-
ly benefit both the airlines 
and the passengers.  

The Philippine Ports 
Authority (PPA), mean-
while, is implementing 
“Piso Fees” or the reduc-
tion of the roll-on/roll-off 
or RORO terminal fee 
from the previous P258.00 
and P516.00 charges to 
just one peso only, benefit-
ting Class 3 and 4 vehicles, 
respectively, carrying agri-
cultural products.

Source:DOTr

Sec. Lopez Calls 
for Nationwide 
Expansion of 

“Libreng Sakay” 
to Ease 

Commuter 
Burden

empt these vehicles from 
the policies to facilitate 
the fast transportation of 
petroleum products and es-
sential goods.

“This would ensure 
the unimpeded movement 
of energy sources and ease 
the mobility of goods amid 
the rising price of fuel 
products,” said Chairman 
Artes, during the Metro 
Manila Council meeting 
he presided over today at 
the MMDA Head Office in 
Pasig City.

The MMDA is in 
close coordination with 
the DTI, which will identi-
fy the essential goods that 
will qualify for the exemp-
tions.

The resolution takes 
effect immediately after its 
publication in at least two 
newspapers of general cir-
culation.

Meanwhile, Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH) Sec-
retary Vince Dizon, who 
joined the MMC meeting, 
presented updates and 
accomplishments of the 
“Oplan Kontra Baha,” a 
flood mitigation initiative 
under the administration of 
President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr. Dizon urged Metro 
Manila mayors to identify 

priority flood prone areas 
in their localities.

Intensified declog-
ging of drainage systems, 
dredging and cleaning 
waterways, clearing ob-
structions, and managing 
wastes will be undertaken 
before the rainy season.

"In the second round 
of our operations, we will 
declog priority local roads. 
We will send equipment, 
manpower, and resources 
to areas identified by the 
Metro Manila mayors,” 
said Dizon.

Upon the orders 
of president, Dizon said 
non-operating pumping 
stations should be oper-
ational before the rainy 
season. He also called on 
mayors to submit their re-
quests for new pumping 
stations in areas where the 
facilities are most needed.

MMC President and 
San Juan City Mayor Fran-
cis Zamora expressed grat-
itude to President Marcos 
Jr. for the plans and pro-
grams aimed at preventing 
flooding during the rainy 
season and expedite unfin-
ished infrastructure proj-
ects.

On the agency’s 
preparations for Holy 
Week, MMDA General 
Manager Usec. Nicolas 

Torre III said the agency 
will deploy 2,476 person-
nel on major roads, trans-
portation hubs, and other 
key areas in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) to 
ensure public safety and 
convenience during the 
Holy Week observance.

"We will enforce 
a no day-off and no-ab-
sent policy for all traffic 
and field personnel when 
heavy traffic is expected 
due to the Holy Week exo-
dus," said Torre during the 
press briefing.

Areas of concern in-
clude terminals, seaports, 
airports, and roads leading 
to churches. He also an-
nounced the suspension of 
the number coding scheme 
in the NCR on April 1 
(Wednesday) at 12 noon.

The number coding 
scheme is lifted automati-
cally on Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday (April 2 
and 3), which are regular 
holidays.

Meanwhile, provin-
cial buses will be allowed 
along EDSA starting 9pm 
of April 1 until 6am of April 
6. Buses from the south 
should terminate their trips 
at PITX while buses from 
the north should end their 
trips at the Cubao terminal.
Source: MMDA
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